
 

 

Hello Huesken Middle School,  
 
Throughout this past week, the Middle School team has been working hard to overcome the obstacles 
that stand in our way as we prepare to further the growth and education of our students. In response to 
the adversity we have faced, our team has created Enrichment Courses in Schoology that will allow us to 
continue educating our students. The creation of these courses is one step towards our goal of providing 
educational opportunities for all of our students. I say that this is the first step because we have a lot of 
obstacles to overcome as we move forward. Adversity, at this point, is inevitable. We have been dealt a 
difficult situation that requires us to work together in order to overcome. I am very proud of the initial 
response of our students, teachers, and families, but we need to keep in mind that this initial positive 
approach to adversity needs to be sustained. We need to focus on perseverance now as we continue to 
control our response to these difficult times. Together, we will not only overcome the obstacles that are 
in front of us, we will grow from this experience to ensure that our time is not wasted.  
 
Our focus for the week of March 30th is to provide enrichment experiences that allow students to 
transition to learning in an online format while engaging in activities that review prior knowledge. To 
facilitate this learning, we have created enrichment courses in Schoology that consolidate our current 
education offerings to make it more manageable for our students. Attached to this letter is a list of 
Schoology Course codes that will allow students to “join” and access educational materials. The Middle 
School will use the new enrichment courses to facilitate learning and promote the growth of our 
students. Although we have created 21 new courses throughout this past week, I wanted to provide some 
guidance for you to help you focus your efforts and make the process not so overwhelming. Please 
reference the attached documents entitled “Recommendations for 7th Grade Students,” and 
“Recommendations for 8th Grade Students.” These documents will guide you through which courses you 
should join as we move forward with the learning process. If you need help guiding your student 
through joining Schoology courses, I have created a short video on YouTube that walks you through 
how to add a course. The video also highlights some of the features that we will be utilizing during this 
time. The video can be found at the following link, How to Access Schoology. 
During the week of March 30th, our teachers will be evolving the enrichment courses as we develop 
learning experiences that will continue the curriculum and focus on the development of new material. In 
an effort to not overwhelm you with information (although I likely already am), I want you to focus on 
getting students to join the courses available and encourage them to engage in the learning opportunities 
that are in each of the courses for this coming week. Next week, I will share what our plan is as we 
move forward with new learning. To help with all of these transitions, we will stick to using the new 
enrichment courses. We will be analyzing the practice of these course so that we can make adjustments 
and provide the best experience possible during this time.  
 
Throughout this process, please do not hesitate to reach out to me if you have any questions. I want to 
help address concerns and assist in overcoming obstacles that may be preventing our students from 



 

learning. If you need support navigating how to access something online, do not have access to 
technology or necessary resources, or just need someone to give your student a pep talk to continue 
persevering through the situation and keep learning, I am here. I cannot promise that I can solve all of 
the problems, but I will work to provide information that can help alleviate your concerns or assist in 
overcoming obstacles. Our whole team is here for you during this time. We may not be face to face at 
this point, but our commitment to growing your student has not changed.  
 
Our expectation is that students utilize the new Schoology courses and continue learning. We need to 
work together to help the students navigate the new format of learning and develop new skills that allow 
them to be better organized, self-motivated, and manage their time. In addition to developing new skills, 
we need to continue encouraging and motivating them to stay focused on growing and persevering 
despite the obstacles that stand in their way. We need to encourage them to address every situation with 
a positive attitude and a strong work ethic. Please encourage your student to watch the video that was 
posted earlier this week that provides focus and direction as we head into learning next week (Video 
Attachment). 
 
We may not be able to control what is happening around us, but we can control how we choose to 
respond to it. Together, we can and will respond in positive ways. Through our direction and example, 
we can motivate and inspire the students to rise up to the occasion and make tremendous gains in their 
character and education.  
 
Please encourage your student to check their school email on a daily basis for updates. I will follow up 
this letter with a message to the students with similar information that I shared here with you.  
 
Thanks for all of your support as we work through this as a community.  
 
Stay well,  
 
 

Denis P. Quirk 
Principal  
Gerald G. Huesken Middle School 
Conestoga Valley School District  


